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Welcome to the YMCA Day Camp Program: 
 
We are pleased that you and your child have chosen to be a part of this 
wonderful program.  We look forward to working with you, together as 
partners.  This is essential to the success and quality of our program. 
  
This Parent Handbook was developed to provide you with information 
on our policies, procedures and programs.  Please take the time to read 
this handbook and keep it for future reference.  Remember, because 
we are a State Licensed program we are tax deductible and qualify for 
flexible spending.   A copy of the DCF 252 and the camp policies are 
available to parents upon request.  If you have any questions, concerns 
or suggestions, please feel free to contact our camp staff at any time. 
 
Sincerely, 
YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee  
Day Camp Staff 

Table of Contents 
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YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee – ALL Locations 
(year-round) 

DAY CAMP PHONE LINE 414-276-9622  
Day Camp E-mail daycamp@ymcamke.org   

 

 SITE SPECIFIC CONTACT INFORMATION (available June 7
th

-Sept 3
rd

) 
*Use the following contact information for absences and site specific questions. 

 Brookfield YMCA Camp: (414) 357-1912 or (414) 454-4674 
o BrookfieldDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Dunwood YMCA Camp: (414) 351-9622 
o DWDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Feith Family Ozaukee YMCA Camp: (262) 268-5443 / (262) 268-9622 
o OZDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Franklin YMCA Camp: (414) 329-3865 or (414) 357-1918 
o FranklinDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 John C Cudahy YMCA Camp: (414) 357-1914 or (414) 586-9622 
o JCYDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Northside YMCA Camp: (414) 374-9451 or (414) 265-9622 
o NSDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Parklawn YMCA Camp: (414) 374-9451  or (414) 873-9622 
o PKDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Rite-Hite YMCA Camp: (414) 357-2816 or (414) 354-9622 
o RHDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 South Shore YMCA Camp: (414) 766-5515 or (414) 571-9622 
o SSDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Southwest YMCA Camp: (414) 329-3843 or (414) 546-9622 
o SWDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Tri-County YMCA Camp &Valley View: (262) 502-4819 or (262) 255-9622 
o TCDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 West Suburban YMCA: (414) 454-4633 or (414) 302-9622 
o WSDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

 Willow Springs: (262) 502-4819 or (414) 454-4642 
o SussexDayCamp@ymcamke.org  

You can also receive contact information for your sites by…. 

 Attending a Parent Orientation  

 Picking up a contact card on your first day of camp 

 Visiting www.ymcamke.org/daycamp 

Camp Contact Information 

mailto:daycamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:BrookfieldDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:DWDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:OZDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:FranklinDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:JCYDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:NSDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:PKDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:RHDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:SSDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:SWDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:TCDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:WSDayCamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:SussexDayCamp@ymcamke.org
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MEET DAY CAMP STAFF, MAKE PAYMENTS, PICK UP T-SHIRTS AND 

HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED BEFORE CAMP STARTS. 

SEE YOU THERE!  Call (414) 276-9622 for QUESTIONS. 
Parent Orientation: A presentation of what camp is and what to expect.  We 

also have time for questions and answers during the presentation. 

Open House: Come and leave as you please. We will assign you to a staff 

member who will walk you around the facility and will answer questions while 

giving you and your family the “tips and tricks” of camp. 

*Campers are welcome at either setting. 

 Brookfield: June 12, 11:00-12:00pm (open house)  

 Dunwood: June 8, 4:00-6:30pm (open house) 

 Feith Family Ozaukee YMCA: June 12, 9:00-10:30am (open house) 

 Franklin: June 12, 3:00-4:00pm (open house)  

 JCY: June 2
nd

 from 5:00-7:00p and  June 9
th

  5:00-7:00pm (open house) 
 Northside & Parklawn (held at Northside): June 10, 4:00-7:00pm (open 

house) 

 Rite-Hite: April 22, 5:30-7:00pm (open house) and June 10, 5:30-

7:00pm (parent orientation) 

 South Shore: June 7, 5:30-7:00pm (parent orientation) and June 12, 

10:00-12:00pm (open house) 

 Southwest: June 8, 5:30-7:00pm (parent orientation) and June 12, 

12:30-2:30 (open house) 

 West Suburban: June 3
rd

 6:00-7:00pm (parent orientation) OR June 12, 

9:00-10:00am (open house) 

 Tri-County/Valley View Elementary: June 2
nd

 6:00-7:00pm (parent 

orientation) OR  June 12, 8:30-10:00am (open house) 

o Adaptive Camp Family Night & Open House: June 10, 5:30-

7:00pm 

 Willow Springs Day Camp: June 11, 5:30-6:30pm (open house and 

family night) 

 
The Parent Orientations for each Day Camp Site Location are also 

available on our website. Visit www.ymcamke.org/daycamp 
and choose  Camp Parent Orientation Flyer ‘Downloadable Forms.’ 

 

 
 

Parent Orientation and Open House Information 

http://www.ymcamke.org/daycamp
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Character Development is challenging people to accept and demonstrate 

positive values.  The YMCA of Metropolitan 
Milwaukee Camping Mission Statement puts it 
best: The YMCA provides trained leadership and 
the resources of the natural surroundings to help 
each camper achieve his/her fullest potential in 
terms of mental developments, physical well 
being, social growth, and spiritual awareness. 

 
The mission comes to life through the emphasis of 
four character values:  Caring, Honesty, Respect, 

and Responsibility.  Challenging people to accept and demonstrate these 
values is the foundation for the development of important character traits that 
will remain with a child for his/her entire life.  Challenging people to accept and 
demonstrate positive values is more effective than treating problems because 
it deals with the roots and not just the results. 
 
YMCA Day Camping is also a perfect way to build assets in our campers. In 
1999, the Search Institute devised 40 developmental assets that they believe all 
children need to grow up into successful, responsible adults. Through our day 
camp programs, these specific assets are being developed every day:  
strengthening cultural competency; providing a caring climate; using our youth 
as resources; offering a safe place for our campers; using responsible adults as 
role models. 
 
If everyone exhibited caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility, what would 
this community look like?  The country?  The world? 
 
That is what the YMCA is about.  Make this a summer for your child to grow 
and develop strong roots and positive values.  Talk at home about what they 
are learning.  Talk in the car about their experiences.  Talk about how your 
family can display these values to others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YMCA Day CampsïCharacter and Asset Development 
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YMCA Day Camps are important to a child’s development because… 
Campers grow personally.  They are given the chance to experience new things and 

interact with other children their own age on a daily basis. 
Campers learn new skills. Whether it’s playing a new game, developing an existing 

skill, or developing their social skills, campers leave our camp having learned 
something they can remember and use for a lifetime. 

Campers learn to appreciate diversity in each other.  We live in a multicultural 
community and our camps reflect this.  Campers learn that each person is 
unique, and they can have fun and respect each other regardless of race, 
religion, gender, or social status. 

Campers learn lifetime values.  From the simplest of values and attitudes like 
sharing, sportsmanship, and giving respect to others, comes our basis for 
making more complex decisions as we mature. 

Campers have fun!  Without fun, the above reasons for children to attend our camp 
become harder to accomplish.  Games, stories, swimming, sports, and crafts 
are all done with the camper as the primary focus. 

The goal of our YMCA Day Camps is to provide an atmosphere for children to 
develop a variety of satisfying skills and relationships, while enjoying healthy 
activities.  Throughout the summer we continue with our Character 
Development mission to develop Respect, Responsibility, Caring, and Honesty 
among our campers.  As a family, please read and discuss our bullying policy 
as well as the Character Contract TOGETHER. 
 
We have a ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY for any sort of bullying (this may include 
but is not limited to name calling, singling out, hitting, shoving, and aggressive 
behavior).  Zero Tolerance means that your camper will have to be picked up 
immediately if any sort of bullying occurs.  This zero tolerance policy includes 
parental behavior towards camp staff.  Your child will not be allowed at camp if 
there is poor behavior from anyone.  

 
Appropriate Conversation: Children will not be allowed to discuss 

inappropriate topics or contribute to demeaning conversations about 
other campers or staff. 

Appropriate Language: Children must refrain from using obscene language 
or gestures for any reason. 

Respect: When asked to do or not do something, a camper needs to follow 
directions the first time given.  This is for the safety of all campers.  
Please speak to staff and other campers with Respect. 

YMCA Character Contract and Violation Policy 



 

- 7 -  

 

Play: We require campers to have fun and participate 100% of the time.  
Negative attitudes can ruin the camp experience for yourself and others.  
Responsibility: All campers need to remain with their group and within 

eyesight of their counselor.  This applies while we are here on the 
YMCA grounds and on off-site field trips.  We want campers to be safe 
at all times. 

Caring: It is important to use and care for equipment, toys and games 
properly so that other campers can enjoy them.  We will care for the 
property of the YMCA, of other campers and of the YMCA staff. 

 
What will happen when this contract is violated: 
If an incident occurs where a camper conducts himself/herself in a manner that 
jeopardizes their safety, the safety of others, or is not in accordance with the 
mission of the YMCA and camp, the following steps will be taken. 

First Violation:  A staff member will address and document the issue 
directly with the child.  The child may be removed from part or a 
whole activity such as swimming, ball game or specialty event.  
Parents will be contacted during the day or at the end of camp 
depending on the incident.   

Second Violation: A staff member will address and document the issue 
directly with the child.  The parent or guardian will receive a phone call 
and be asked to pick up their child within the hour.  The child will not 
be allowed to attend camp the next day that he/she is registered for. 

Third Violation: a staff member will address and document the issue 
directly with the child.  Parents will be contacted immediately to pick 
up their child from camp.  A conference will be scheduled with the 
Camp Director and the parent(s) to discuss a plan of action regarding 
the poor behavior. The child may be suspended from camp up to a 
week.   

Fourth Violation: Child will be dismissed from the camp for the remainder 
of the program or summer. 

 
Any child causing harm to another child or staff member will be dismissed 

from the camp immediately. 
We may start at the 2

nd
, 3

rd
 or 4

th
 violation depending on the severity of the 

incident.   
 

Each case is different and all Camp Directors, Camp Program 
Managers and Site Directors are approved to make the appropriate 

judgment call. 
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We do our best to help each camper have an enjoyable experience.  In order to 
do this, we need to know if there are any problems so we can correct the 
situation.  Please do not wait until the end of the session; we would like to 
correct the situation as soon as possible.  We rely on your input for having the 
highest quality program.  Let us know what is going well in addition to what we 
can improve. 
 

ABSENCES 
It is imperative that we are notified if your child will not be in attendance on a 
normally scheduled day.  If your camper will be absent, please leave a 
message for us NO LATER than 10:00 am.  The camp voicemail systems are 
always available.  Site specific contact information is available on page 3 or by 
visiting www.ymcamke.org/daycamp. Parents/guardians of all children not at 
camp without prior notification will be contacted via the contact information 
provided on the camp registration paperwork daily. 
 

AGE GROUPS 
Campers are assigned to groups according to their ages.  This atmosphere 
encourages close camper / counselor interaction and provides an opportunity 
for each child to express herself / himself, be accepted by their peers, and learn 
new skills. *Due to the number of campers attending camp each week, we 
CANNOT take special requests to keep friends, siblings or relatives of different 
ages together.  We also cannot guarantee your camper will be placed with a 
particular counselor.  
 
ALLERGIES 
ALL known allergies or any special dietary needs based on a medical condition 
must be in writing on your child’s Registration and Health Form.  Staff are 
trained in all areas and they receive a copy of all camper’s allergies.  Please talk 
to staff if your child has special or more serious circumstances (example: 
cannot be near peanut butter or latex).  
 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
The YMCA is committed to enforce and implement all required provisions of 
the Americans with Disability Act, in both policy and practice.  If your child 
needs a reasonable accommodation to participate in our camp, your 
request may be made to your Camp Director.  Upon reasonable notice, 
efforts will be made to accommodate your request. 

FAQs and Camp Information from A-Z 

http://www.ymcamke.org/daycamp
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BEHAVIOR 
Please read over the Character Contract with your child.  The YMCA expects all 
children to behave according to the contract.  In case of extreme misbehavior, 
your child will be dismissed from camp at the discretion of the Camp Director, 
Site Director or unit leader. 
 

BUS RULES 
Campers are to follow the guidelines of the Character Contract also while on 
buses.  Campers are to remain seated on the bus at all times.  No food, drinks 
or candy are allowed to be consumed while on the bus at any time. 
 

CAMP COUNSELORS 
Counselors are trained in CPR-Pro, AED, First Aid, child abuse prevention, 
emergency procedures, water safety, and how to conduct camp activities 
including songs and games that incorporate values and education (see 
STAFFING).  Staff are over 18 years of age and most are studying education or 
recreation related fields. 
 

CAMP T-SHIRTS  
Day Camp t-shirts will be handed out to all new campers.  Each camper will 
receive ONE t-shirt.  Campers MUST wear these shirts on ALL field trips.   
*Additional and replacement t-shirts (for campers/ adults) may be available for 
purchase of $6.   
 

CAMPER CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES 
A camper who displays negative behavior can affect the entire camp 
experience. Campers who are disruptive, unruly, display inappropriate 
behavior, or require an undue amount of disciplinary attention, will meet with 
the Camp Director to evaluate their behavior.  Parents will be notified of any 
misconduct or discipline problems.  It will be the parent’s responsibility to 
arrange transportation for the child if he/she is being sent home. Please refer 
to the Character Contract for further details. 
 

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 
The YMCA has four core values that we strive to model and teach to our 
campers on a daily basis: caring, honesty, respect and responsibility.  For more 
information on Character Development see pages 5-7. 
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CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION & SAFETY 
The health and well-being of your children is essential to the YMCA.  The YMCA 
Staff are trained in the signs of child abuse and the appropriate procedures for 
responding to the suspicion of abuse and will be alert to the physical and 
emotional state of all children.  When any sign of injury or suspected abuse is 
detected, the Director will be notified immediately and a report will be made to 
the appropriate authorities.  Staff training will include Shaken Baby Syndrome 
to all staff who provide care to children under the age of 5. 
 

The YMCA will not release a child to anyone other than the authorized parents/ 
guardians or other individuals authorized by the parent/guardian.   
 

YMCA Staff will not discipline children by the use of physical punishment or 
failing to provide necessitates of care such as food and shelter.   
 

CLOTHING 
Campers should wear simple, non-restrictive clothing that you do not mind 
getting dirty, muddy, wet, and possibly ruined.  Shorts, jeans, sweatpants, and 
t-shirts are a good choice. Their clothes will get dirty… it’s camp. No wheelies, 
crocs or flip flops allowed.   
Á To minimize the chance of misplaced clothing, PLEASE LABEL ALL 

CLOTHING PROPERLY.  WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR 
MISSING ITEMS.  

Á PLEASE DO NOT BRING/WEAR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CLOTHING 
ITEMS TO CAMP: 

o Articles of clothing that are not in good taste or appropriate 
for promoting a healthy society such as: sexually suggestive 
or explicit, inappropriate language or are just plain in “bad 
taste”, advertising alcohol, drug, tobacco, gang related 
clothing.  

o Clothing that does not appropriately cover the body causing 
distractions to others of the opposite sex (spaghetti strap 
tee’s, halter tops, ripped shorts, etc.) 

o All swim wear must be in good taste.  Only one-piece 
swimsuits allowed. 

o Our rule of thumb is that if you can’t wear it at school you 
can’t wear it at camp.  Campers wearing inappropriate 
clothing will be required to change. 

o Expensive or name brand items that could be stolen or 
damaged due to normal camp activities. 
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Á ** The YMCA is not responsible for loss or theft of personal 
belongings.  Campers are encouraged not to bring valuable items or 
expensive clothing to camp. 

 

DEPOSITS 
Deposits paid to reserve a camper’s space will not be refunded, nor transferred 
after May 1, 2010.  For questions or concerns please contact (414)276-9622 or 
daycamp@ymcamke.org  regarding this policy. 
 

DROP OFF / PICK UP LOCATION 
Location for Sign In and Out will be communicated at the  Parent Orientation.  
 

E-MAIL 
For location specific contact information please see page 3 or use the main day 
camp e-mail address daycamp@ymcamke.org.  
 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL FACILITY 
In the event of an emergency, we will attempt to contact parent/guardian 
directly/immediately through emergency contact numbers listed on 
registration forms.  In the event of a serious incident, 911 will be called first.  
The camper will be taken to the closest hospital unless otherwise specified.   
   
EXTENDED CARE 
Extended care is included in your Day Camp Fee.  From 7:00 – 9:00am (some 
sites open at 6:30am) children will have a various activities to choose from 
while children are being dropped off.  The rest of the day will be planned 
activities for your child’s age group.  From 4:30-6:00pm children will also have a 
choice of activities to participate in while campers are being picked up. 
 

FIELD TRIPS 
Field trips, are included in day camp prices. Field Trips may be subject to 
change at any time. Any changes in field trips will happen through written 
notices in the weekly newsletter.   
Á Campers must wear their camp T-shirt on all field trips.  See CAMP T-

SHIRT for more details. 
Á Pack a DISPOSABLE lunch (tip: gallon zip-lock bags with the child’s 

name written on it work very well)  
Á On field trip days, PLEASE BE PROMPT!  Please have your child arrive 

no later than 8:30am on field trip days.  It is very difficult to load the 
buses in a timely manner if your child arrives late.  We WILL NOT be 
able to wait for late arrivals, nor will late arrivals be allowed to stay 
behind.   

mailto:daycamp@ymcamke.org
mailto:daycamp@ymcamke.org
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Á Field Trips may be cancelled due to incliment weather.  Make up 
Field Trips are not guaranteed. 
 

HEALTH CHECK 
Please be respectful of camp staff and other camp families.  If your child 
becomes ill with anything that may be contagious please call and let us know.  
Your name will be kept confidential, but other parents would like to know if 
their child has been exposed to anything.   
Á Your child’s health status will be checked informally each day.  If your 

child shows any sign of illness, rash, high temperature, diarrhea, 
infection, lice, or any contagious diseases, etc. your child will be 
isolated and the parent/guardian will be called via emergency contact 
information on child’s registration paperwork and required to pick up 
the child within one hour.  

Á If your child has head lice, his/her hair needs to be shampooed 
according to directions given by your physician.  All nits must be 
removed following treatment before your child is allowed to return to 
the program.  Children will not be allowed at camp with any signs of 
nits. 

 

ILLNESS/INJURY 
Parents/guardian will be contacted by camp personnel via emergency contact 
information on child’s registration paperwork if their child is not feeling well 
and does not seem to be improving.  Moderate injuries will also be 
communicated to the parent once proper first aid has taken place.  In severe 
injuries needing higher medical attention, the parent or guardian will be 
contacted immediately.  If the injury or illness occurs later in the day, you may 
be notified when your child is picked up depending on the severity of the injury 
or illness.  *Refer to Emergency Medical Facility. 
 

LATE PICK-UP 
Staff are only scheduled until 6:00pm. A fee of $1 per minute will be charged 
per child for every minute after 6:00pm that your child is not picked up.  
Chronic late pick-ups will be grounds for dismissal.   
 

LOST AND FOUND 
We will make every effort to keep your camper’s belongings with your camper.  
However, a Lost and Found box will be available for all misplaced items found 
throughout each day.   
Á Do NOT send ANYTHING valuable to camp – this includes items of 

sentimental value. 
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Á PLEASE MARK YOUR CHILD’S FULL NAME CLEARLY ON EVERYTHING – 
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR MISSING ITEMS.  You would 
be surprised what is found at the end of each day J!   

Á All unclaimed / unlabeled items will be cleaned and donated to charity 
periodically throughout the summer.  The Camp Director does go 
though ALL items- if your name is on it and we find it, you will get 
called at the end of the summer or sooner.   

 

LUNCH & SNACK 
Your YMCA Day Camp Staff is dedicated to giving your child a fun, healthy 
summer, but we need your help!   
The YMCA focuses on healthy eating and lifestyles.  Soda and money for 
vending is NOT allowed at camp.   Please pack healthy lunch options to give 
your child more energy during the day (ex: whole grains, fresh fruit and 
veggies, minimal or no trans-fat products).  
            SNACK: The YMCA offers morning and afternoon snacks that are healthy    
            options for your camper and are included in the cost of camp      
           (examples: apples, carrots, granola bars, cereal, pretzels, goldfish  
            crackers, etc). You can also pack your own healthy snacks. 
            WATER: is the ultimate hydrator and is our primary drink during the day. 
Á We still do allow and have treats, candy and snacks, just in moderation 

or on special occasions.        
Á Each day campers should bring a bag lunch and beverage with them to 

camp.  Please be sure to send enough food for your child because the 
children are active throughout the day and burn a lot of energy.  There 
is no refrigeration available, so we suggest packing a frozen juice box 
or water bottle in your child’s lunch to keep it cool. Wisconsin 
Administrative Code DCF 252 sets specific daily nutritional 
requirements for 4-6 year-old children.  When preparing your child’s 
lunch each day, please provide 1/3 of the daily nutritional 
requirements.  (We suggest this same formula for campers 7 years and 
older.)  The meal should consist of at least one item from each of the 
following categories: 
1. Protein sources, such as meat, poultry, fish, eggs, cooked dried peas  
or beans, cheese or peanut butter. 
2. Two vegetables, or 1 vegetable and 1 fruit or 2 fruits; 
3. Cereal, or whole grain or enriched bread; and  
4. Grade A Vitamin D milk (YMCA will offer to all 4-6 yr olds during 

the snack / meal time for free). 
Á Breakfast and Lunch are provided at John C. Cudahy, Parklawn and 
Northside YMCA’s from a 3

rd
 Party – menus will be posted at these 

facilities.   



 

- 14 -  

 

 

Á Any special food allergies, special diets or dietary needs based on 
medical conditions must be included in your child’s Registration and 
Health Form.  *See Allergies. 

 
MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION 
Parents/Guardians must have a signed Authorization to Administer Medication 
form on file for day camp staff to administer medication.  This form can be 
obtained on-line at www.ymcamke.org/daycamp or at your Parent Orientation. 
Á Please do not use camp as a time to change or experiment with your 

child’s normal medications, dosages or times that they receive it 
unless you notify the Camp Director PRIOR.   

Á Medication MUST come in the original pharmacy container.  It must 
list clearly the camper’s name, the Doctor’s name, the name of the 
medication, the correct daily dosage, and the correct time of day the 
medication is to be administered per the State of Wisconsin.   

Á PLEASE INDICATE WHETHER THE MEDICATION NEEDS TO BE TAKEN 
WITH OR WITHOUT FOOD AND/OR WATER. 

 

NEWSLETTERS 
Newsletters will be provided throughout the camp week. Personal notes to 
campers will also be included with the newsletters which will provide parents 
with information pertaining to their child.  Please read the newsletter to stay 
on top of current camp information. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
NEW: Day Camp Administrative hours are… 

 From January-May: 9:00am-6:00pm Monday-Friday and 4:00-8:00pm 
on Sundays 

 June-August 6:30am-6:30pm Monday-Friday and from 4:00-8:00pm on 
Sundays 

The Camp Directors Office Hours vary from 6:45am-7:00pm during the summer 
(Monday-Friday); the front desk is open from 8:00am-8:00pm (Monday-Friday). 
Contact your local YMCA for facility hours.  Most camps open at 7:00am and all 
camps close at 6:00pm.  Dunwood, Brookfield, Willow Springs, John C. Cudahy, 
South Shore and Franklin open at 6:30am.   
 

PARENT VISITS 
The YMCA has an open door policy for the parents of all campers.  Please first 
come to the Day Camp office or speak directly with a Day Camp Staff to let 
them know that you are visiting upon your arrival.  Parents are invited and 
encouraged to visit the program sites at any time, but must take care to not 

http://www.ymcamke.org/daycamp
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interfere with or disrupt the on-going activities.  All visitors must wear a 
nametag.     
 
PARTICIPATION   
Campers are encouraged to participate in all camp activities.  If they cannot 
participate for medical reasons, a note from the parent/guardian or doctor is 
required.  Any camper not swimming will sit with the counselors on the pool deck 
for the entire swim time.  Campers who refuse to participate in group activities 
make it difficult for the other campers in the group to have an enjoyable time.  If a 
camper continually refuses to participate in camp activities they will not be allowed 
to return to camp. 
 

PAYMENT SCHEUDULE 
All payments are due on Sunday by 8:00pm, 8 days prior to the beginning of 
each week.  Payments can be made over the phone to our Day Camp 
Administrators (414) 276-9622 with Visa, MasterCard or Discover.  They can 
also be made at your local YMCA and can be made in person (credit card, cash, 
money order, check) at the Front Desk or in the Camp Payment Box.  Automatic 
Payment Option Forms are the preferred method of payment and are available 
at www.ymcamke.org/daycamp  (we debit your account 8 days prior to each 
camp week).  Failure to pay by designated time will result in your camper being 
cancelled.   
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY REGULATIONS 
Campers are advised to not bring unnecessary items, or items of value to camp 
such as any electronic hand-held games, walkmans, trading cards, animals or 
sports equipment (unless for a special event).  The YMCA is not responsible for 
any lost or stolen items, so please leave these items at home. 
 

POLICY FOR ADMISSION 
The YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee is licensed to serve any child between 
the ages of 4 and 15 into our Day Camp Programs.  The YMCA will not 
discriminate by race, color, sex, national origin, creed or special needs.  All 
children must be fully potty-trained to attend camp. 
 

QUIET TIME/NAP 
In compliance with the Wisconsin Division of Children and Family Services, all 
children under 5 years old will have a minimum of 30 minutes per day rest 
period or nap time.  All groups will have rest and reading time each camp day.  
Campers may bring their own books from home. 
Á Children ages 4-5 must provide individual blankets/sleeping bag 

labeled and stored in a plastic bag with their name on it for nap time.  
 

http://www.ymcamke.org/daycamp
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RATIOS 
State of Wisconsin licensing requirements for staff-to-camper ratios are as 
follows INSERT THESE.  The ratios of counselors to campers at our YMCA’s are: 
4 yr old 1:6, 5-12 year olds 1:12.  *Note: when there is a mixed age group, the 
staff-to-child ratio shall be adjusted on a pro rata basis, according to age.    
 

REFUNDS 
No refunds will be given unless the YMCA cancels camp.  Contact your Camp 
Administrators with any additional questions or concerns (414) 276-922.  
 

SCHEDULES 
Lesson Plans will be available every Monday.  Activities may vary from day to 
day including, but not limited to:  sports, character development, arts and 
crafts, games, skits, songs, swimming, rock climbing, and much more.  
 

SEARCH AND SEIZURE 
A camper, and/or the camper’s belongings may be searched by Camp 
Administrators whenever they have a reasonable suspicion that the camper has 
violated or is violating either the law or camp rules bearing on order or safety 
and that the search will produce evidence of the violation (i.e. camper has in 
their possession either drugs, alcohol, matches/lighters or weapons).  The 
camper will be invited to be present for the search when feasible.  Any items 
found in violation of the law or camp rules, will be confiscated and may be 
turned over to the appropriate authorities.  Our primary concern is to maintain 
the integrity of the camp’s environment and the protection of our campers and 
staff. 
 

SIGN IN/SIGN OUT 
ALL campers MUST be signed in and out DAILY by a parent/adult guardian.  
Photo ID is required at the time of pick up.  Please have your license or photo 
ID ready to show to our staff.  *Please do not be offended if our staff asks for 
an ID.  This procedure is to ensure the safety of your child.   *There is space on 
the registration form to list additional adults authorized to pick up your child.  
Anytime someone other than those designated will be picking up your 
camper(s) you must notify the Day Camp Staff.  Remind the “pick-up” person  
that they will need to have a photo ID or we will not be able to release the 
camper to their care.  Due to safety reasons, there are NO EXCEPTIONS to this 
rule. A late pick-up fee of $1 per minute per camper will be charged for each 
minute after 6:00pm. 
 

NOTE: All campers attending a Full Day of Camp MUST be dropped off by 
10:00am. 
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STAFFING 
Our staff is selected on the basis of responsibility, ability to relate to children, 
sensitivity to the children’s individual needs, and their recreational skills.  Our 
staff meets or exceeds day camp requirements set by the YMCA of the U.S.A., 
and the State of Wisconsin.  Each staff member has received training in CPR-
Pro, AED, First Aid, and Child Abuse Prevention.  Counselors work with small 
groups of children to build a positive rapport and develop mutual trust and 
respect. 
 

SUNSCREEN 
Please send sunscreen to camp with your child each day (high SPF is 
recommended).  In addition, please put sunscreen on your child before coming 
to camp each day.  Your child will have frequent opportunities throughout the 
day to reapply sunscreen.  By signing the Day Camp Registration and Health 
Form you are giving YMCA staff the permission to apply sunscreen to your child.  
Please look at www.solumbra.com for SPF enhanced clothing for those who 
may be prone to sunburn.  Please make sure your sunscreen is less than 1 year 
old.   
 

SWIMMING 
All campers will be participating in recreation swim two to three times a week.  
During scheduled swim times, campers who choose not to participate must sit 
on the pool deck during their pool rotation. *Campers are tested each Monday 
to determine swim ability and if they will be allowed to utilize the deep end of 
the pool.  All 4-5 year olds receive FREE swim lessons during every swim time.   
 

VOLUNTEERS 
The YMCA has volunteer opportunities available in every department.  Ask our 
front desk for a volunteer application and background check to become part of 
the many volunteers that help make a difference in people’s lives each year.  If 
you would like to chaperone a field trip with the day camp, you must 
complete the volunteer application and background check at least two weeks 
prior to the trip you would like to chaperone.  Parents will not be allowed to 
attend a field trip without these forms on file. 
 
WRISTBANDS 
For the safety of all our campers, all children at attending camp are required to 
wear a camp wristband while at camp.  Your child will have a wristband put on 
them at the beginning of the week and are expected to keep it on the entire 
week.  Should your child arrive to camp during the week without their 
wristband a $1 replacement fee is due. 
 

Licensing%20Information/www.solumbra.com
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PAYMENT OF FEES 
A deposit is due for each week of camp the child is attending, this is due at time 
of registration.  This fee is non-refundable, non-transferable after May 1, 2010, 
and WILL NOT be returned under any circumstances.  All camp deposits are 
applied toward your balance due. The balance due for each week of camp is 
due by no later than Sunday at 8:00pm - eight days prior to the Monday your 
child is attending camp.  
 

Á Bills not paid IN FULL by the given due dates will result in your camper 
being cancelled from that week and the spot will be given to another 
camper.   

Á Courtesy may not be made for late payments.    NO EXCEPTIONS WILL 
BE MADE.   

Á The YMCA retains the right to refuse admittance to the program for 
your child if the payment has not been made. 

 

CANCELLATIONS/REFUNDS 
*NO REFUND OR CREDIT FOR MISSED DAYS WITHIN THE WEEK* 
*NO REFUND OR CREDIT FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE DISMISSED FROM CAMP 
FOR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR* 
 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
YMCA Day Camp Preferred Method of Payment is the Automatic Payment 
Option Form.  We will automatically charge your credit or debit card for the 
balance due on your child’s camp fees, 8 days prior to their attendance.  To 
take advantage of our Automatic Payment Option, please complete and return 
the AUTOMATIC PAYMENT AUTHORIZATION FORM which can be obtained at 
www.ymcamke.org/daycamp.  Your credit card information will be handled 
confidentially and will be destroyed after your child’s last camp payment is 
billed.  There will be a $30 charge for all Non-Sufficient Funds (NSF) returned 
to the YMCA. 
 

Camp fees may be paid via Automatic Payment Option Form, cash, credit card 
(VISA, MasterCard, Discover), money order or check.  Please make all checks 
out to the YMCA.  Please only pay at the membership desk or contact your local 
center and pay over the phone.  Payment will not be accepted by our camp 
staff.  
  

 

Camp Payment Information 

http://www.ymcamke.org/daycamp
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Discounts 
An Additional Child Discount will be applied for children of the same immediate 
family who are attending the same week of camp.  These discounts will be 
applied to the lowest priced week of camp.  Multiple discounts (example: 
YMCA Strong Kids Scholarships and Additional Child Discounts) will not be 
permitted Additional Child Discounts are as follows: YMCA Member – 15%        
Community Participant – 10%.   
 

The YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee will not deny service to anyone based on 
their financial status.  Scholarships are available based on camp capacity, 
demonstrated need, and the YMCA’s ability to fund the assistance. 
 
In order to provide the most assistance for the largest number of people we 
request that you determine first if you are eligible for child care assistance 
through the county in which you reside.  Oftentimes, those who qualify for 
County Benefits will receive funding for their Day Camp expenses. 
 
To determine your eligibility for child care assistance in your county, please call 
the appropriate number listed on the next page.  They will conduct a phone 
interview to determine eligibility, and then schedule an appointment to 
complete the paperwork.  Once approved, bring us a copy of your Notice of 
Decision and your registration for Day Camp will be confirmed. 
 
If you have been determined ineligible for assistance through the county 
program, please ask for a letter of declination and we will gladly review your 
eligibility for assistance through the Strong Kids Scholarship Program.   
 
Strong Kids Scholarship Applications are available at the Member Service Desk 
at all local YMCA Centers.  Applicants need to supply their most recent W-2 
forms and most recent tax returns. 
 
*The YMCA will not provide scholarships in excess of 40% for Day Camp fees 
unless a letter of declination has been submitted.   

 
Contact Numbers by County 

Milwaukee County                  Waukesha County 
6 County Wisconsin Works Offices                      Workforce Development Center 
Call for location nearest you.                       892 Main Street 

YMCA Strong Kids Scholarship Information 
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Phone:  414-760-6060             Pewaukee, WI 53072 
             Phone:  262-695-7958 
 
Ozaukee County                Washington County 
Workforce Development Center           Department of Social Services 
7269 Hwy 60                 333 East Washington Street 
Cedarburg, WI 53012            West Bend, WI 53095 
Phone:  262-376-4120           Phone:  262-335-4610  
 

 

V Gym Shoes or Athletic Sandals (NO: flip-flops, wheelies or crocs 
allowed).  

V Gym bag or back pack for carrying camp gear. 
V Lunch, drink and water bottle (no refrigeration available). 
V Swim suit and towel (plastic bag to keep wet items in). 
V Sunscreen and bug repellant already on (extra in your backpack). 
V Weather appropriate clothing (rain gear, jacket/sweatshirt). 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CHILD’S FULL NAME CLEARLY ON EVERYTHING – WE ARE 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR MISSING ITEMS. 
 

DO NOT BRING:  electronic games, radios, walkmans, sports equipment, toys, 
trading cards/toys, money, or anything else with any monetary or sentimental 
value.  Absolutely no weapons, toy/water guns or sharp objects. 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camper Daily Checklist 
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* Due the possibility of schedule changes, time constraints and weather 
conditions please do not guarantee your child will be attending a particular field 
trip. Each age group may be taking field trips on different days as a result 
siblings may not attend a field trip on the same day.   

**Teen Camp Field Trips are TBD. Teen Camp Parents will receive a summer 
schedule of field trips in mid-June.  
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Field Trip Chart 


